
 

 

Tanya Spencer for Board of Governors Representative 

 

Fellow NASA members, 
  
Thank you for the chance to address you again as I seek your confidence as your NASA rep to 

the Board of Governors. 
  
You may have seen my provincial board & faculty association experience in the earlier 

nomination materials.  My nominator kindly mentioned that I am a 'big picture' thinker, the sort 

of view that BoG proceedings require.  Now, though, I thought maybe you'd appreciate a little 

insight into my motivation for running. 
  
I grew up a country mouse.  The fancy PSEs didn't seem all that interested in us country 

kids.  NAIT was the place where you could 'come as you are' and learn how to do from people 

who'd really earned their stripes, not just talk about what needed to be done.   
  
We have a broad range of offerings as good or better than anything a university can offer.  Yet, I 

believe that NAIT has a special kinship with people who don't naturally picture themselves in a 

cap and gown.  I also believe those folks are counting on us to remain humble if mighty.  To 

apply our strengths to an educational landscape evolving at unprecedented speed and in several 

directions at once.  Maybe, like me, you seek to ground yourself as to where NAIT is heading 

and why and how that might relate to the provincial climate? 
  

I'm also intensely curious whether we can reconcile what is politically saleable with what 

actually works?  And how will that translate at the classroom and student-service level?  In an 

era where our students and the public expect personal support on top of an education, how do we 

direct our energies? 
  

If those are the sorts of questions on your mind, please allow me to look out for our interests and 

those of our students.  I'd sure appreciate your support when you cast your ballot for BoG. 

  

Happy to field any questions at tspencer@nait.ca.   
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