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Participant's report for posting to the NASA Website:
This should focus on providing an overview of: Who; What; Where; When; Why; and How this
relates to NASA/NAIT
I attended the keynote address from Medicine-Hat born naturalist Brian Keating. While talking
about creativity, he focused on three stories from his numerous experiences in nature. His first
story was about a duck nesting in his backyard and his efforts to find a creative solution to the
problem of skunks eating the duck eggs. His simple solution was to develop a protective nesting
tube suspended above the ground. The duck was then able to successfully raise her young and
returned yearly. His next story examined challenges faced by Antarctic whale biologists as they
tried to collect scientific data. Their creative solution was to use a 12th century technique involving
the use of a crossbow to collect whale blubber samples. They also used piloted drones to help
them observe whale pods. His third story related to his visit with Jane Goodall in Tanzania and her
long term relationship with a chimpanzee named Frodo. She observed and reported on the
previously unknown ability of chimpanzees to use tools.
My learning from his address was that there is no problem too small for which a creative solution
cannot be found.
I attended a session on how to address gender dynamics in the classroom, given by Clare
Mulcahy. She described her experiences teaching to classes where the majority of the students
are male, and how this affected the participation of the female students. She had noticed how
some of her female students would not feel comfortable speaking in classes because they felt

