Professional Development
Feedback Form

MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
COMMITTEE
Participant Name

Conference/Session Title

Erroll Zastre

ACIFA 2019

Conference/Session Supplier

Facilitator

Date

Location

Red Deer College

Red Deer College

04/28/2019

Lake Louise

For each of the following questions please click on the button that corresponds to your opinion
using the following scale: [ 1 = Poor, 2 = Fair, 3 = Good, 4 = Very Good, 5 = Excellent]
1

2

3

4

5

Facilitator(s) were
knowledgeable.
Content was
organized/appropriate.
My overall
assessment of the
workshop/session is:

Participant's report for posting to the NASA Website:
This should focus on providing an overview of: Who; What; Where; When; Why; and How this
relates to NASA/NAIT
I attended the keynote address from Medicine-Hat born naturalist Brian Keating. In talking about
creativity, he focussed on three stories from his voluminous experiences. The first story was
about a duck nesting in his backyard, and his efforts to find a creative solution to recurring skunk
attacks. His solution was to develop a protective nesting tube which he also suspended above
the ground to provide a safe habitat from predators but still allow easy access. As a result, a bond
was formed between the nesting duck and Brian resulting in the duck making a yearly return to
bear its young.
The second story examined the challenges faced by whale biologists in the Antarctic in collecting
scientific data. Their creative solution was to use a 12th century technique, basically a crossbow
to collect a blubber sample from the whales. In addition, the creative use of drones are helping to
revolutionize observations of whale pods. As a result of these creative techniques, whale
populations have experienced a renaissance in numbers.
Finally, his third story related his work and relationship with Jane Goodall. In particular, her
pioneering work in Tanzania observing the long term development of a chimpanzee given the
name of "Frodo". The creative aspect was Dr. Goodall's observation and reporting on the
previously unknown ability of chimpanzees to use tools.
My takeaway from his address was that creativity comes in many forms, and there is no problem
too small for which a creative solution cannot be found with the appropriate effort.

